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AN-Y PROPEK|Y OWNER OR POOL COMPANY INST,A"LLING A SWIMMING
POOL SFiALL OBTAIN TI-IE FOLLOWING PERMITS AND APPROVALS, AND
SHALL SUPPLY THE DATA REQUESTED ACCORDING TO THE MASS. STATE
BUILDING CODE, THE ZONIbIG BY-LAWS, A}*ID TI.iEi ABI}.IGTON
CONSERVATION COMMIS StrON*

1)fr State law requires that any property owner pianning to install either an above-ground or
in-ground pool, must go before the Conservation Commission if they are within 100 feet of
wetland. Forms for "Determination of Applicability" from the Conservation Corunission
are available from the Building Deparunent.
All lp-Grp,u+d Pgqls, arq,.pgbi.e-cl .tq cgrrspryation *pq.royrJ.

2) When applying for a Building permit, a plot plan must br: submitred outlining the
following information: All pools have to be 10 feet from any Iot line and atl existing
buildings: 35 feet from the front properf,v line.

3) Fence requirements for poois are as follows:
a) Above-ground pool 2' and 3' deep: SHALL BE FTENCED WITH 4' FFNCE.
b) Above-ground pooi 4' deep or more: SHALL HAVE A LADDER THr\T

LOCKS UP OR THAT IS REMOVABLE ENCLOSED WITH THE POOL ENTRY
LADDER SYSTEIV{. (AS REQUIRED BY MASS. STATEI BUILDING CODE.)

c) In-ground pool: SHALL BE FENCED WITH 4' FENCE. -FBNCE PERMIT
MUST BE FILED AT SAME TIME AS BUILDING PNTdVIIT. STRUCTURAL
DRAWING REQUIRED.

4) WIRING PERMITS ARE REQUIRED for installing lhlter systems and fbr grounding.
Applications are to be submitted to the Wiring lnspector when the Building Perrnit is
appiied for. NOTE: See Wiring lnspector regarding all poots (new cocle regulations.)

5) rEEs: Building: $10 per rhousand of estimaterj cost
Wiring: $35 for Above-ground pools

$50 for ln-ground pools
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780 (h{R 120.M

swrMMrNG poots, spAs AI"[D HoT TTIBS

?80 CMR UOM1OI GEI-IERAL
120M101,[ General.'lbc provisions of ?80 CMR
120.M sball control the dcsign and comtnrction of
swimming pools, spas and bot rubs.

Notc I: Pabltc and semi-pnblia outfuor in'
gvutrd swltttming pool enclorcra s llcll conform
to thc rcqviremen* of M.G,L c. l4A, g 2M-

Note 2: Aho sec SZI CMR 19.00: Recreational
Facilities.

Nate 3: Also see 105 CMR 430.000 snd 435.000
er.r sucft regdatet svimmlng pool regwirements.

Note 4: Inswllatton of ehctbal wiring arrd
elecVical devicet shall be h accor&nte wilh
527 CMR 12.00 t Mass uhusetts Elr,crlrical Code,

Note 5. Incts[ation ol gcr.fited pool heue'r.
shall be in accordawe with ZaE CMR (the
Massachttsetts Fuel Gas anl Plumbing Code).

7SO CI\{R 12CIM102 DEFINITTONS

120.M102.1 General, For tho purposes of ?80 CMR

120.M, 0rc tcrms uscd shall bc dcfincd as foilows
and as sct forth is 780 CX'[R 52.00.

ABOWRO{JND/ON-GROUND POOL. SEe
"swimrning Pool."

BARRIER. A fence, wall, building wall or

combination thcrc-+f which complcrcly surrounds
tle swimming pool and obstructs acccss to the

swimming pool.

HOT TUB. See "Swimroing Pool"'

IN4ROUND POOL. Sec "swimming Pool."

RESIDENTIAI. Ttrat whicb is situatcd on 'fte

prcmises of a deucbcd one- or rwo-farniiy dwelling

or a one-fagdly town-bousc not more *tan ibree

stories iu heigftt.

SPA, NONPORTABLE. Sec "Swimraing Pool"'

SPA, PORTABLE. A nonpermanent stnrcture

intcndcd for rccrcational bathiag, is wNch all

conuols, watcr-heatiog and water-{irculating
equipment are a$ intcgral part of the product'

SWIMMINC POOL' Ary stiructurc intendcd for
swimming or recrcational bathing that conlains
wattr aver24 incbes (610 mm) decp. This includcs
irground, abovcground and on-ground swimnring
pools, hot tubs and sPas.

SWIMI.IING POOL, INDOOR' R swimming

poot which is totally contained within a structurs and

surouudcd on all four sides by walis of said

strrrcturc.

SWIMMING IIOOL, OUTDOOR. ArY
swimming pool whicb is uot an indoor pool.

?t0 cnIR U0,IVI1{13 SIilIMMING POOLS

12O.M103.1 tn+round Pmls. lr-ground pools
shall be dcsigncd aud constrtrcted io conformancc
withANSVNSPI-'s as tistcd in 780 CT\4R 120.M107.

120,M103J Above-ground end Orground
Pools. Above-ground and opgroun d pools shall bc
designcd and cclnstnrctcd in conformancc with
ANSIAISPI-4 as listed in 780 CMR 120.M107.

7SO G\4R UO.VT1O4 SPAS AI{D HOrITTTBS

120.M1M.l Peninsnently Installed Spas and Eot
Tubs. Permancntly installcd spas and hot rubs shall
be dcsigued and constructed in couformancc with
tu\SyNSPI-3 as listed in 780 CMR i?0.M107.

120.M1M.2 Portable Spas and [Iot Tubs.
Portablc spas a.nd hot rubs shall be designcd and
constnrctcd in confonnance with ANSINSPI-6 as
listed in 780 CMR l20.Ml0?.

?SO SM. NOMlOs BARRIER
ITEQUIREMH\ITS

120.M105,1 AppUcation- Thc provisious of
?80 CMR lz0.lvt shall connol tbe design of barriers
for residential s',vimming pools, spa-s and hot tubs.

. Tbcsc dcsign controls arc intendcd to provide
protcction agaiast potential drowning and

near-drowning by restricting accEss to swimming
pools, spas and hot tubs.

120,M105.2 Outdoor Swimming Pool. An outdoor
swirnming pool, including an in-ground,
aboveglound or on-ground pool, bot rub or spa shall
be provided witb a barricr wbieb shall comply with

thc following:

t. Thc top of rhe banicr shalt bc at least 48

inches (1219 rorn) abovc gradc measured on thc

side of the barricr which faces away from tlre

swimmiug yni. Thc maxi-uum verucal clearance
bctwcen gractc and thc bouom of the barrier sball
be two iscber (51 mm) rneasured on the sidc of
the bamer whicb faccs away from thc swimming
pool. Wherc tbc top of thc pool stnrcturc is above
grade, sucb as an abovcgrouud pool, tbe banicr
may be at groundlcvel, sucb as thc pool stnrcture'

or mountcd o[ toP of rhc pool structurc' Wberc
tho barrier is mountcd on top of ths pool stnrcture,
tha rnodmun vcrtical clearancc betwccn the top

of thc pool stnrcturc aud thc bottom of thc banier

shail be foul inches (102 mn).

nfZAAl (Effcctivc l/1108) 780 CMR - Seventh Ediuon l0?5
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2. Openings io tba barrier shall not al,low passage
of a foru-inch*diaroeter (102 nm) spbcre.
3. Soiid barriers whisb do not havo openings,
srrcb as a masonry or stone wall, sball not contain
indeilarions or protnrsions except for normal
cons tructiotr tolerallccs and tooied masonry j 0 lnts.
4. Where &c barrier is composcd of horizontal
and vertrcal members and thc distance berween
thc tops of thc horizontal members is less than 45
inches (I143 mrn), the horizontal members shall
be located on the swimmiog pool side of thc
fence. Spacing bctween vertical rnemben shall
not excecd 1.75 ilchc.s (44 mm) in width. Where
there are decorative cutouts within venical
rnembcrs, spacing within he cutouts shaii not
excecd 1.75 inches (44 mrn) in 'pidth.
5. Wherc '.he barricr is composed of horizonral
and vertical members and the <iistancc betwcen
thc tops of thc horizontal msmbers is 45 inches
(t143 mrn) or more. spacing beween vertical
members shail not cxceed four inches (102 rnm),
Where there are decorativecutouts withln venical
nembers, spacing within the r:utouts shall not
sxcecd 1.75 inches (aa mm) in width.
6. Maxrmum mesh size for chain link lences
shall be a 2.25-inch (57 mm) square unless tbe
fence is provided with slau fastcncd at the top or
rhe bottom which reducc thc openings to not more
than l.?5 inches (44 mm).
7. Where thc barrier is composr:d of dimensional
mcmbcrs, such as a lardce fcnce, t}te maxirnum
openin g formed by thc dimens i o n al mernbers shail
not bc more than 1.75 inches (44 mm).
L Access gatcs shall comply with the
requirements of 780 CMR 120.M105.2, Items I
tkough 7. and shall bc equipperJ to accornmodate
a iocking device. Pedesuian rrccess gates shall
opcn ourward away from the pool and shall be
self-closing and have a self*latching dcvice.
Gates other than pedesrian access gates sball
have a self-latching device, rffhere the release
:nechanism of fte self-latcbing dcvice is located
lcss than 54 inches (1372 mm) lrom rhe bottom of
rhc gate, the release meciianism and openings
shail compiy with the following:

8.l. The release mecbanism shall be located
on rhc pool side of tbe gate at least thrce inches
(76 mm) below the top of thre gate, and
8.2. The gate and ba.rier shail have no
opening $cater than0.5 inch (12.7 mm) witbin
18 incbcs (a57 mm) of the rele&se mcchanism.

9, Where a wall of a dwcllintg scrvcs as part of
thc banisr one of thc following conditions dhail
be rne[:

9.1. The pool shall be equipped with a
powcred safety covet in compliance witb
ASTM F1346; or
9.2. AII doors with direct accoss to the pool
through that wail shall be equipped with an
alarm wtrich produces an audible warning
when tbg door and rts SCrcrc& if presenl, aro

opencd. 'Thc alarm shall sound continuously
for arninimumof 30seconds im.mediatcly aftcr
the door is opencd and be capable of being
hcard $roughout thc housc during nonual
house-hold activitics. Thc darul shall
autornatically resct uDder all conditions. Thc
alarm system shallbe equippcd with a manual
meatrs, rsucb as touchpad or switch, to
temporarily deactivate thc alarm for a singJe
op€nhg. Such deactivuion shall last for not
morc than 15 scconds, Thc deactivation
switch(et;) sball be located at least 54 inches
(1372 mrn) above thc threshold of tbe door; or
9.3. Other means of protection. such as
self-closing doon with sclf-latching devices.
whicb als approved by the governing body,
shall be acceptablc so long as tbe degree of
protectiou affordEd is not less rhan the
protection afforded by 780 CTiIR 1 20.M 105.2.,
Item 9.1 or 9.2.

10. Where arr aboveground pool structurs is used
as a barrier cr where the barrier is mounted on top
of the pool stnrcturc, and the means of access is a
ladder or stlpg, thgn'

10.1. The laddcr or steps shall be capable of
being secured. locked or rernoved to prevent
accgssr 0r
10.2. The ladder or stsps sball be surrounded
by a barricr whicb me€ts thc requirements of
780 CMR 120.Mi05.2., Items I ttuough 9.
Wben thc ladder or steps are secured, Iocked or
removed, any opening created shail not allow
be pass l20.Me of a four-inch*diameter (102
mm) sphere.

Note thil for private, above ground pools:
L The pool woll of an outdoor, above-
grourd pool (with pool walls extending at
Ieast 48 inches ahove grade at aU points
along' the pool), substitutes for a fence or
other barier around the pool with the
excepdan of the ladder area at the pool.
2. ,4 retroctable, Iocl<able ladder, that
cantult be removed (withaut tools or special
knowlcdge availa.ble to c. smqll child),
whiclin retrocts, by hinge or sliding
mechanism, to 48 inches er more above lhe
finislred grade level and has provision for
securing in the retracted mode with a
lockiing devbe, shall be considered on
occeptta$ls ahernadve to the applicable
.requiired enclosure (fence or other gate
bwrier) of the 780 cMR 421 (# Edition
Buihling Code), or 780 CMR 120,M (F
Edition Building Code for One. and Two.
Fam$y Dwetlings).
3. The retroctsble ladder locklnglrelease
device must be lacated at hast 54 inches
& ov,, the tinkhe d grad€ lavel in imme diate
visinity of the retrwt&le hdder or suclt
Iockinglreleas e mec hanis m shall be located
on dl,e pool sifu of the ladd,er (forcing

t{-'/
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(a.

"reuch arcwrd'') afi loccuil at leest three
incllr,s belaw thc top of thc laddcr atd the
la.ildzr $ull not have an opening greater
tlun IA iwh within I8 lnches of the
Io ckinglr eteas e m ec hanis m.
' 
Exc eption : Public and s emLpt&lb otttdo or
in-groand n imming pool enclasures shall
confornt to the requiremenb of tr{,G.L c.
t40, s 206.

120.M1053 Indoor Swimming Pool. AJI wals
sunounding an indoor swimming pool shall comply
with 780 CMR 120.Mi05.2, Item 9,

120.M105.4 hohibited Locations. Barriers shall
be locatsd so as to prohibit permancnt structures,
eguipment or similar objccu fronn bcing used ro
climb thc barriars.

120${f05.5 Barrier'Exceptions. Spas or bot rubs
with a safcty covcr which complics with ASTM F
1346, as listcd in 780 CMR 120.M10?, shali be
exernpl from the provisions of 780 CMR 120.M.

780 C]VTR 12OM1O6 ENTRAPI4H{T
PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING POOL

AI-ID SPA SUCTION OUTI"ETS

12S.M106.1 General. Suction outlets sbali be
desigucd to producc circuladon tluoughout the pool
or sp& Singlc outlet systemsr such as automatic
vacuum clea-ner systcms, or other such multiple
suction outlets wbetber isolated by valves or
o*rerwise shall be protected against uscr cntrapment.

Note: Ako refer to l0S CntR 430.000 and
435.000.

120.Mf06.2 Suction Fittings. All Pool and Spa
suction outlcts shall bc provided with a cover that
conforms with ANSVASME A112.19.8M, or a tZI
121 drain $ats or larger, or an approvcd cbanncl
drain systcm.

Bxception: Surface skimrners

120.M105.3 Atmospheric Vacuucr Relief System
Required. AII pool and spa singlc or muldplc outler
circulation systems shall be equippcd with
armospheric vacuum rclicf should grate covers
located thcrcin bccome missing or brokcn. Such
vacuum relief systems shaJl include at least one
approved or etrgineered mcthod of the rype spccified
berein, as follows:

L Safcry vacuum rclcase systera conforming to
ASME A112.19.17, or
2. An approvcd gravity drainage system.

APPENDICES

120,M105.4 Durrl Drain $eparation. Single or
multiple pump circulation systems shall beprovided
with a minimum of two suction outlets of the
approved t1pe. r\ minimum horizontal or vertical
distancg of threc fcct shall sepa.ratc sucb outlcts.
Thcsa suction oudets shall bc pipcd so that water is
drawn tbrough thcm simultaneously through a
vacuum relief-protccted linc to thc pump or pumps.

120.M1065 Pool Cleaner Fittings. Where
provided, vacuulr or pressure cleaner fitdng(s) shall
be locatcd in a-o acccssrbic position(s) at least six
inches and not greater than twelve inches below the
minimum oper*rional water level or as atr
atucbment to thcr skimmer(s).

780 CT4R X}OMlffi ABBREVIATTONS

120.M107.1 Gerreral.

ANS l*Amerircan National Standards lusri uute
I I West 42nd Strcet, Ncw York, NY 10036

ASTM*American Society for Testing and
Materials

l916 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103
NSPI-National Spa and Pool Institute

21ll Eisenhowcr Avenue, Afexandria, VA
22314

780 CMIT T2OJvflO8 STANDARDS

120JV108.1 General.

ANSI/NSPI
AI.ISINSPI-3|-99 Standard for Permanently
lnstalled Resirlential Spas AG 104. I
ANSINSPI,Ju-9? Sundard for Above-ground/
On-gound Residential Swimming Pools AG103.2
ANSI/NSPI*5-99 Standard for Residenrial In-
ground Swiulning Pools AGt03.l
ANSI/NSPI-{I-99 Standard for Residentiai
Porublc Spas AG104.2
AIiSUASME A i I 2. I 9.8M- 1987 Suction Finings
for Use in Swimming Pools, Wading Poois, Spas,
Hot Tubs and J/hirlpool Bathing Appliances
AGl06.2

ASTM
ASTM F 1346-9 l (1996) Performance
Specification lor Safery Covcrs and kbeiing
Requiremenm for All Covers for Swimming
Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs AG105.2, ACl05.5

ASME
ASME A t LZ.L9,L7 Manufactrucrs S afery Vacuum
Relcase Systems (SVRS) for Residential and
Com$ercial liwimning Pool, Spa, Hot Tub and
Wading Pool AGi06.3
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